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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 162 


Office of P. Hartmann, 

Importer and Manufacturer of Fine Gold, Diamond and Filigree Silver Jewelry, 

No. 36 Maiden Fane 
New York, March 6, 1890. 

Mr. O.C. Bosbyshell, Superintendent, 

U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sir: - 

Your esteemed kindness of the 4th inst. is received. Accept thanks. I was not aware that: 
“When the subsidiary silver coins were reduced in weight by the law of 1853 all silver presented 
for coinage at the mints and assay offices into small silver was purchased by the government and 
coined on government acct.” As my memory serves me of the time, any one having silver could 
have it coined; the charge made there on for coining was i h %. This impression is further made 
by the fact that no one had silver dollars coined, because the weight being 17 (4 dwt., while 2 
half dollars required only 16 dwt. of silver. The dollar coin thusly became after 1853 extinct. 

As the commencement of the war 1861 trade was at a stand still. I bought old silver and 
gold, melted it, and had it coined. This, you may notice, was 8 years later than this act of 1853 
you quote. 

I not having access to law books which are no doubt convenient to you, and as you may 
have quoted the above from memory, will you grant me the further kindness to see, and inform 
me from what date, if later than 1853, the further receiving of silver for coinage was stopped. I 
think it was during the war, either in 1862 or 1863. 

Pleased whenever I can be of service to you to return your kindness. I am 
Yours Truly, 

P. Hartmann 



